© 4 We 4 £85 
Sai. td > 


bo 


. 
, 


<> eres. DV 


05 ag > > beer. wo, 
AS Im wo 


o 
& 


4 I, 
-_ 
ms 


<— + Ate kb. nth 
5 un. 


.— NORMLCH: » » Tl 


4 
"Printed and Sold by W. Cray: Sold alſo by R. Garyerrms, auf "4 
M. Coors, in ' Pater-nofler-Row, Londen; Mr. NMzunm ot $ | | 
Cambridge Mr, Gazttn at Bury; Mr. HoLLiwoworra +.S .- 


3-and Mefirs, PoweLL and Carr at Tarmourh, , os 


-  LFrice SuPancr, 


TC EA > " 

k. OI A YS 8 4 2 f 4 þ >, of 4 L % 4 "— 

\ ks. ' , * \ _— as 1h 39.4 + <-& = V 
%,_- bt Ln 


« my PH bm =Y . »( p - p h w—— > *Þ 
F & is Mz 1 £ Sl E « - . 
San + Path ® % 5 * + kd 4 id ; 8" « 8 «# *} 
4 S , : #7 6. G - - wa . 
\# <> * om - , vw - 


# * : 
4 
 - * . 
. iy 
ha hs 54 A 
$4, x 
— A beer tte Oe otros 4 ol PA ane DS 
* . 


M4 
«aw. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


T H EF Author of the following Di. 


courſe wou'd never have thought of 


writing, much leſs of publiſhing againſt 


theſe People, cou'd he have continued to 
think them only. innocent Enthuſiaſts, tho' 
their Zeal were neither temperate Nor ac- 
cording to Knowledge > but. in a late 
Con ference with ore of their Teachers 


{held at the Defire of Jome Abrantard 


Perſons) he diſcover a ſuch glaring Marks 


of another . Spirit, that it was judg d 
proper to expoſe their Preſumption and 
their Hypocriſy. 


REYMERSTON, 
213 Dec" 1757. 
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St. JOHN 1it. 5. : 

Tefus anſwered, Yerily, verily T ſay unto 
| Thee, Except a Man be born of Was 
ter and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 


into the Kingdom of God. 


HERE are few Paſlages of Scrip- 
ture more. ob{cure and hard to be: 
underſtood, and which have been 

more tortur'd with perverſe Interpreta- 
tions, than this famous Conference - be- 
tween ' our bleſfled Lord -and this noble 
Jew : This Obſcurity, together with the 
Cauſe of it, I ſhall here endeavor . to 


explain. The Sacred Hiſtory tellsus that 


« there was a Man of the Phariſees na- 
« med NicoptMus, a Ruler ef the 
c Tews: the ſame came to Jeſus by 
« Night;”” tender of his Character, and 
fearful of being put out of the Syna- 
gogue, as conſcious to the Envy and 
Malice of his Se&: . However he falutes 

> our 
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[ 4 ] 
our Lord with this candid and hberal 
Confeſſion, © Rabbi, we know that thou 
« art a Teacher come .from God; for 
« no Man 'can do theſe Miracles, that 
<<. thou doeſt, except God be with him.” 
A Prophet then he acknowledg'd Him 
to bez but his great Buſineſs was to 
know whether He were © The Prephet 
foretold,” © He that ſhou'd redeem 
IHrael.” To this Queſtion, often aſk'd, 
our Saviour refus'd to- anſwer direQly, 
partly to avoid the Imputation of bear- 
ing Witneſs to himſelf ; partly to elude 
the Malice of. the Jews, who, upon his 


open Declaration of his being the Meſ- 
fah, wou'd 'have diſturb'd his Miniſtry, 


and hinder'd- him from doing thoſe 
Works which the Father had given him 
to-finiſh; and partly to prevent all Com- 
motions in the State ; (the Obſcurity of 
his Condition, the Simplicity of his Lite, 
and the Privacy of his Retirements, with 
all the Prudence of the moſt cautious 
Conduct, ſcarce reſtraining the Multi- 
tudes from taking him-by Force to make 
him 


L31 

him a King;) which wou'd have been 
judg'd as highly criminal by the Roman 
_ Deputy, and have expos'd him to the 
Puniſhment and the Infamy of a turbu- 
lent and ſeditious Malefactor, contrary to 
his Character foretold, and to the Deſign 
of his Coming, which was to be led as 
a Lamb to the Slaughter, innocent and 
blameleſs, and void of Offence. There- 
fore when the Diſciples of Joun came 
to aſk him, © Art Thou He that ſhould 
come? Or do we look for another ?”? 
He refer'd them to the Miracles he 
wrought before their Face, then bad them 
« Go and ſhow unto their Mafter what 
Twp they had heard and ſeen.” Mar. 
On the like Occaſion he ſaid to the. 
Join « Search the Scriptures, for they 
« teſtify of me.---But it ye believe not 

« the Writings of Moſes, how {hall ye 
«© believe my Words ?” Fobn v. To cer- 
tain of the inſ{idious Scribes and Phariſees, 
who requir'd a Sign of him, he anfwer'd, 
i« No Sign ſhall be given, | but the Sion 
© of the Prophet Jonas ;** thereby re- 
A 2 terring. 


cc 
Cc 


TS 
ferring them to the Evidence of his Re- 


furre&tion. Mar. xii. Nay, upon the 
Confeſſion of Peter, © he charged his 


Diſciples that they ſhould tell no Man 
| that he was JESUS Tue CHRIST.” 


Mat. xvi. 20. Thus here alſo to his 1l- 
luſtrious Diſciple he anſwers, © Verily, 


cc 
cc 
cc 


verily I fay unto thee, except a Man 
be born again, he cannot ſee the 


Kingdom of God.” The groſs and 


carnal minded Jew, taking this in a lite- 
ral Senſe, replies, © How can a Man bc 
© born when he is old ? Can he enter 


A 


& 
cc 
cc 
cc 
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cc 
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the ſecond Time into his Mother's 
Womb, and be born ? Jeſus anſwer'd, 


Verily, verily I ſay unto thee, Except 


2 Man be born of Water and of the 


Spirit, he cannot enter into the 


Kingdom of God. That, which is 
| born of the Fleſh, is Fleſh; and 


that, which is born of the Spirit, is 


. Spirit. Marvel not that I faid unto 


thee, » Ye mult be born again: The 
Wind bloweth where it liſteth, and 
thou heareſt the Sound thereof ; but 

canſt 


yR—_—_ ye. 
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© :canf}; not tell whence it cometh, and 
« whither it goeth : So 1s every one that 


« js born of the Spirit.” The Jewiſh 


Rabbi was yet at a Loſs, and cou'd not 
comprehend this ſpiritual Doctrine ;- Ni- 
coDEMUs anſwered and ſaid unto Him, 
« How can theſe Things be ?*”” To this 
our Lord's Reply was perſonal and ſevere, 
« Art thou a Maſter in Ifrael, and 
* knoweſt not theſe Things?” Then 
He opens his own Character too plainly | 
for his Diſciple any longer to doubt; 
« Verily, verily I fay unto thee, We 
« ſpeak that we do know, and teſtify 
« that we have ſeen.---And no Man 
« hath aſcended up to Heaven, but He 
«© that came down from Heaven, even 
« the Son of Man which is in Heaven.” 
This was a plain Declaration that He.did 
not ſpeak barely by a divine Influence or 
a prophetic Inſpiration, which the noble 
Phariſee had fo readily allow'd him ; but 
{rom what he had perſonally Wenn: and 
{een in Heaven, to which no Man had 
been admitted, and therefore no Man 

cou d 


8) 

cou'd produce ſuch Evidence, but He 
himſelf who came from Heaven. And 
having thus open'd his CHaractitr, He 
proceeds to explain his Opx1cs : The 
Jews believ'd that their Meſliah ſhould 
come with the Magnificence and Power of 
a great and warlike King; whoſe victori- 
ous Arms ſhou'd ſubdue their Enemies, 
deliver them from the Roman Yoke, 
and raiſe their Nation to a greater Height 
of Glory than it had ever enjoy'd under 
the Conduct of Josxvua, or the Reign of 
Davip: This fond Hope poſſeſs'd not 
only the People in general, but the Diſ- 
ciples alſo even after their Lord's Reſur- 
rection; which occaſfton'd this ſollicitous 
Inquiry, © Lord, wilt thou at this Time 
<« reſtore again the Kingdom to Iſrael.” 

491 x, 6. The Slownels of Nicopemus 
to underſtand our Saviour's Diſcourſe 
fhows that He alſo had deeply imbib'd 
this vulgar Error, therefore our blefled 
Lord explains his Ofhce to be, not to 


give a temporal Kingdom, but eternal 


Life, to all that believe in Him: © For 
Eh &« God 


Shao Rar Ee eat 


WwTY. OI 


ti meas (Y WU 


=" 
a 


Jy 
d 


i. 9: ] 
God ſo loved the World, that He oave 


« his only begotten Son.:- that whoſoe-- 
« yer beheveth in Him, ſhou'd not 


"7% 


C 


La, 


riſh, but have everlaſting Life.” Then,” 
with a ſevere Rebuke to the obſtinate” 
and unbelieving Jews for ſhutting their 


Eyes againſt this glorious Light of the | 


Goſpel, He diſmiſſes his noble Diſciple 
fully convinc'd that JESUS WAS THE 


? CHRIST. 


Tris isa general View of this fa- 
mous Conference : but the Words, which ' 
I read to you at the Beginning of this 
Diſcourſe, deſerve a more particular Ex- 


| plication : © Jeſus anſwered, Verily, ve- ' 


« rily I fay unto thee, Except a Man be 
* born of Water and of the Spirit, he” 


© cannot enter into the Kingdom of 


« God.” 2 


T ws Defifioe af a Man's WER) 


| born again when he 1s old was unintel- : 
| ligible to the Phariſee, as probably both 


the Idea and the Terms were new to: 


him ; 


[ 70 ] 


him; to' ws indeed "they are: by Uſe 
render d. familiar, but Þ think not” com- 


monly: fo 'well. underſtood: as-they __ 
tecbe's to explain them. clearly to you, 1 

muft carry: back your "Thoughts - very 
thigh. Man originally was created free 
from Sin, and deftin'd for Immortality ; 

but by 'Sin: Death enter'd into the World: 
This appears . from the Words of the 


firſt Covenant, © Of the Tree -of - the 


« Knowledge of Good and Evil thou 
«© ſhalt notcat: for in the Day: that 
*' thou eateſt. thereof, -thou ſhalt furely 
« 'die;”” Gen. ii. 17. that is, thou ſhalt 
become ſubjeet:to Death. The. Author 
ot. the Book of W1spow': perfetly under- 


ſtood this, and accordingly declares: that 
<< God ind Man. to: be immortal, and 


<< made him to- be an Image of his own 
cc Eternity: Nevertheleſs thro' Envy ct 
« the Devil came Death into the World.” 
WWiſd. 1.23.  Fhus ST. Pau fays that 
as © by one; Man - Sin entered: into- the 


©, World, and: Death by Sin, ſo Death 


Gt Lenva upon all Men, for that all have 


5 "5. manned. -- 


ES! 
« {inned.” Row. v. 12. To recover 
Mankind from this loſt State, to redeem 
them from the Power of Sin and Death, 


to re-inſtate them in the Favour of God, 
to reſtore to them their forfeited Charter, 


> | their original Birthright of Immortality, 
; | was the great Deſign of the mercitull and 
Si gracious JESUS : Hence He is ſaid t6 
- « have made an Atonement for us :** 
> | FRom.v. 11. to be © the Propitiation for 
ua | © our Sins; and not for ours only, but 
t | © allo for the Sins of the whole World:” 
y þ T7 John ui. 2. © to have made Reconcili- 
It | © ation for the Sins of the People :” 
r | FHebr. ni. 17. © to have aboliſhed Death, 
- | © and to have brought Life and Immor- 
at | © tality to Light, thro' the Goſpel;” x 
d | Trim. 1. 10. © that as Sin hath reigned 
m | © unto Death; even ſo might Grace 
cf <« reign through Righteouſneſs unto eter- 
 þ © nal Life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” 


Rom. v. 21. Hence the Terms of being 
regenerated,” of being born again,” oft 
being born of God,” of being *© created 
in Chrift Jeſus,” and: the like. Not 
but that theſe Phraſes are often, and pro- 
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perly us'd to expreſs the Works of Goſ- 
pel Righteouſneſs in Oppolition to the 
Works of natural Sin; but their prima- 
ry, peculiar, and preciſe Meaning figni- 
fies our Redemption from Death, and 
Reſtoration to eternal Lite through the 
Grace of God, and the Gitt by Grace, 
which is by Chriſt Jeſus. This Grace, 
which our bleſſed Lord here calls © En- 
tering into the Kingdom of God," 1s 
not to be obtain'd © except a Man be 
born of Water and of the Spirit.” 


Tas being © born of Water” denotes 
the ſolemn Initiation into the Chriſtian 
Religion by Baptiſm, according to the 
laſt Command of our Lord to his Diſci- 
ples, © Go Ye, and teach all Nations, 
« baptizing them in the Name of the 
« Father, and of the Son, and of the 
« Holy Ghoſt.” © And he, that believ- 
« eth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved.” 
(Matt. xxviii. 19. compar'd with Mari 
xvi. 16.) Hence itis call'd © the Waſh- 
<« ing of Regeneration; Tz. iii. 5, and 
hence, agreeable to the Scriptures, our 


holy 


\ | mad WU 


E 44 } 


holy Church doth excellently teach us 


that tho' © weare born in original Sin, 


« and in the Wrath of God, yet by the 
« Laver of Regeneration in Baptiſm,we 
« are received into the Number of the. 
« Children of God, and Heirs of ever- 
laſting Life.” This is the firſt Part 

of the © New Birth,” the outward and 
vible Sign whereby we publickly pro- 
ſeſs our Faith that Jeſus 1 1s the Chriſt, are. 
ſolemnly incorporated into his Kingdom, 
and religiouſly vow to live as Subjects 
obedient to the Laws of it. 


Li) 


La 


4 


Tus ſecond Part, and conſequent upon 
this, the inward and ſpiritual Grace, 
which is a Death unto Sin and a New 
Birth unto Righteouſneſs, 1s communi- 
cated to us by the Spirit. Thro' the' 
Atonement made by the Sacrifice of 
Chriſt we are by Adoption the Sons of 
God, and the Heirs of Glory : But fince, 
thro' the Corruption of our Nature, «we 


are only wile to do Evil, but to do Good 


we have no Knowledge ;” -” and ſince, 
« without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the 
B 2 —_—_ * 


4 ] 

Lord;”” there was a Neceflity of another 
and a divine Principle to enlighten the 
Underſtanding and to reQtify the Will ; 

and this was to be done © thro' Teh ty 
fication of the Spirit unto Obedience.” 
I. Pet. 1. 2, Accordingly our blefied Lord 
aflur'd his Diſciples « that their heavenly 


Father will give the holy Spirit to them 


that aſk him.” Duke xi. 13. This hea- 
venly Spirit was to ©* dwell in them, and 
to abide in them for ever : He was to 
teach them all Things:”” © to guide 


| them into all Truth:” © to help their In- 


firmities:” © to comfort, to purify, and 


_ to fanchify them.” (Compare Jobs: xiv. 


6.---1d. xvi. 13.---and Rom. vii. 20.) 
This is that ſpiritual Regeneration, © the 
<© being born again, not of corruptible 


© Seed, but of incorruptible, by the 


a Word of God which liveth and abideth 
* for--ever.” - x Pet. '1-+ 2,3. Yet the 
Phariſee, tho' a Maſter in Ifrae], could 


_ not comprehend theſe Things: the Pow- 


er and the Operation of the Holy Spirit 
{urpaſs'd his Underſtanding, . and he ſtill 
replies, © How can theſe "Things be?” 

To 
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To abate his Wonder, our Lord. puts him 
in mind that.there are many Things, even. 
in the natural World, whoſe Operations 
eſcape our Senſes, thas oh their Effects 
are great and manifeſt ; yo particularly 
inſtances in the Wind: < it bloweth 
<« where it liſteth, (faith. he) and thou 


©« heareſt the Sound thereof ;. but thou. 


« canſt not tell whence it cometh, and 
« whather it goeth.” So 1s that new. 
Birth which is wrought in Man by the 
Spirit : the efhicient Power is, as indif- 
cernable to the outward Senſe, as is the 
Wind, the Air we breathe, to the Eye ; 
yet 1s the Efte& it produces as manitcit 
as is the Sound of the Wind, and as con- 
fiderable and neceſfary to the great Pur- 
poſe of eternal Liſe, as 1s the Wind or 
Air to the natural Lite. 


To this general View of the Office of 
the Holy Spirit, it may not be amils to 
add a particular Account of its Operation 
under the Oeconomy of the Goſpel.---- 
« When Jeſus was baptized, lo, the 
« Heavens Were opened unto Him, and. 


cc He 


[x6 } 
He ſaw the Spirit of God deſcendine 
&« like a Dove, and lighting upon Him. 
« And lo, a Voice from Heaven, ſaying, 
<«« 'This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleaſed,” Marz. in. 16. this, as 
ST. Pavri obſerves, was his Call to enter 
upon his Office ;- he beg thereby © glo- 
ried of God to be made an High Prieſt.” 
Hebr. v. 5. Thus alſo our bleſſed Lord, 


« 


A 


—— 


& 


juſt before his Aſcenſion, © commanded 


his Diſciples not to depart from Jeruſa- 
lem, but wait for the Promiſe of the 
Father.” A&s 1. 4. Accordingly, not 
many Days after, this Promiſe was re- 


TRKADIY fulfilled ; for © as they were 


© all with one Accotd'i in one Place, ſud- 


_« denly there came a Sound as of a 


« ruſhing mighty Wind, and it filled all 
« the Houſe where they were fitting. 
«© And there appeared unto them cloven 
«© Tongues, like as of Fire, and it fate 
© upon each of them. And they were 
« all filled with the Holy Ghoſt.” A&s 
11, Now 1n both theſe Caſes the Propri- 
Y of this public Manifeſtation of the 


ol is very ſtriking: --- Our bleſſed 
Lord 


| = 

| Lord was about to enter upon the Ofhce 

| of the Meſliah; therefore the Heavens 

| were opend, the Holy Ghoſt deſcending 
| viſibly upon him, and a Voice from 
© Heaven declar'd him to be the Son of 
God : --- The Apoſtles were to be Wit- 

| nefles unto him, not only in Judea, but 
> |F unto the uttermoſt Part of the Earth ; 
| therefore they wanted this Teſtimony of 
| | the Lord unto the Word of his Grace, 
to be confirm'd alfo by Signs and Won- 

. | ders to be done by their Hands. A&s xiv. 
- | 3. But after the Work of their Miniſtry 
was fulfill d; after they had committed 
their Teſtimony to Writing under the 
Direction of the Spirit of Truth, and 
| had ſeal'd the Truth of their Datieine 
| | with their Blood; more particularly, 
« after their Sound had gone out into 
all the Earth; and their Words unto the 
Ends of the World,” Rom. x. 18. and 
« the Kingdoms of this World were be- 
come the Kingdoms of our Lord and of 
his Chriſt :”" Rev, xi. I5, theſe extraor- 
| dinary Operations of the Holy Spurit, 
given to Powe and ſupport the Church. 
during 


bobs wood: OY" 4 >. AP. Wu. oO” 
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during its infant State againſt the hoſtile 


Powers of this World, and the Delufions 
of the Kingdom of Darkneſs, were no 


longer neceflary ; but, as ST. Pavur had 
foretold, ©* whether there be Prophecies, 
« they ſhall fail; whether there be 
«© Tongues, they ſhall ceaſe; whether 
<« there be Knowledge, (that is, fuperna- 
« tural Knowledge of the Myſteries of 
« God,) it ſhall vaniſh away. * 1 Cor. xii. 
The Goſpel being eftabliſh'd, the con- 
ſtant Refidence and ſupreme Illumination 
of the Holy Ghoſt is in the Sacred Scrip- 
tures of the New Teſtament, where its 
Inſpiration reſts ; tho' according to his 
Promiſe, his ordinary Influence aſſiſts, 
and will aſlift all true Believers unto the 
End of the World. | 


A 


A 


Fa 


But tho' theſe extraordinary and mi- 
raculous Operations of the Holy Spirit, 
at firſt given for wiſe and great Ends 
(thoſe Ends being effefted) have long 
ſince been withdrawn ; yet the Preten- 
fion to them ſtill ſubfaſts in the confident 
and preſumptuous Claim of our modern | 
ER METHrHoODISTS 
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MzTHODISTS to a particular and i 1mme- 
diate Inſpiration. Firſt they afſume to 


* themſelves the Grace of a miraculous 


Converhon ; that whereas they were unse- 
generate, unſanctified, and to every good 
Work reprobate, at ſuch a Time and in 
ſuch a Manner (of which they are able to 
give a particular and diſtinct Account) 
the divine Illumination ſhone upon them, 


L the blefled Jeſus knock'd at the Door of 


their Hearts, and the Holy Ghoſt de- 
ſcended upon. their Souls : and this won- 
derful Grace is generally effeted by the 
preaching of ſome of their gifted Breth- 
ren, which is therefore quaintly call'd, 
« Preaching of the Word with Power. ' 
Under theſe pretended Impreſſions of a 
divine Communication, their next Ad- 
vance is to a Call to preach the Word 
themſelves ; and forth they iflue as under 
the at Inſpiration of God's Holy 
Spirit, with the Language of Apoſtles and 
the Zeal of Martyrs, to publiſh the glad 
Tidings of the Goſpel, and to preach up 


|. We Name of Jeſus, as if they were a- 


mong 


[ 20 ] 
mong our remoteſt Anceſtors under the 


Dominion of their Dzuips, and Stran- 


gers to the Name of Chriſt, 


| Ws are ever ready to acknowledge 
that, © at what Time ſoever the Wicked 
c confidereth, and turneth away from 


A 


« all his Tranſpreſfions that he hath 
© committed, and doeth that which is 
cc 


lawtull ind right,” (whether this hap- 
py Change be wrought by ſober Retlec- 
tion, by the Sight of Danger, by Sick- 
neſs, by reading or hearing the Word, or 
by any other Means) that Perſon nuay 
truly and properly be faid to be under 
the Power and Influence of the Holy Spi- 
rit of God; for we know that, thro' the 
Corruption of our Nature, © we are not 
ſufficient of our ſelves to think any 
Thing (that is good) as of our ſelves, but 
our Suthciency is of God ”” 2 Cor. iii. 5. 
We know that © it is God, which work- 
eth in us both to will and to do, of his 
O Pleaſure:” Pl. ii. 13, and that 
«He Rabliſheth us in every good Word 


and 


[21 ] 


and Work.” 2 Thefs. ii. 17. But we know 
allo that his Grace is given us by the or- 
dinary Influence of his Spirit, which is 


ever ready to help our Infirmities, and to 


ouide thoſe, who are of an humble and a 


contrite Heart, thro' Faith unto Salvation : 


But then this Holy Spirit no longer comes 
from Heaven with the Sound as of a 
ruſhing mighty Wind; it no longer ap- 
pears to us as of Fire; but it ſpeaks to 
us in a fill ſmall Yoice ; his Infuſions 
are fo gentle, fo ſecret, ſo agreeable to 
the natural Workings of our own Spirit, 
that we diſcern not between his Sug- 
geſtions and the Motions of our own 
rational Nature : but to fay that at ſuch 
a particular Seaſon the Holy Spirit begun 
its Work, carried it on in ſuch a Manner, 
nad its Operation ſo long, and 
brought it to Perfection at ſuch a Time, 
is as vain as to account for the blowing of 
the Wind, whence it cometh and whither 
it goeth. Not that we are without a 


Sehorable Inſtance of this Inſtantaneous 


Impulſe ; but I am by no Means inclin'd 
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to diſparage : ihr the Caſe, or the Cha- 
racer pu high Deſignation of ST. PauL 
by an idle Compariſon : : However, when 
theſe Men can ſhow us a Light from 
Heaven, above the Brightneſs of the mid- 
day Sun, ſhining round about them, in- 
ſtead of holding up their invitible Ilu- 
mination 3 when at the ſame Time we 
hear a Voice from Heaven ſpeaking to 
them, inſtead of their filent Call; we will 
at leaſt ſtand ſpeechleſs and aſtoniſh'd : 
but till then we muſt have Leave to thin 
that this their Pretenſion to a ſudden and 
wonderfull Converſion, thro' a miraculous 
Interpoſition of the Holy Ghoſt, is a 
_ vain and unſcriptural Preſumption. 


BurT this Pretenſion is only a Founda- 
_ tion for an higher and a bolder Preſump- 
tion ; for now, claiming to be thus en- 
lighten'd and ſanQified by this Divine 
Power, they ſet up for Teachers of the 
Word ; and, profaning the ſacred Cha- 
rater of a Prophet by their wretched 
Mimicries, lay Claim to a particular and 

immediatc 


A 
immediate Inſpiration in tboſe nauſeous 
Effuhions wherewith they harangue their 
infatuated Followers. Tho' the Vanity 
of this Preten{ion may be the Subje& of 
Ridicule, yet the Preſumption and the 
Impiety of it cannot but ſtrike us with 
Horror. Aſk one of theſe illuminated 


' Doctors for a Proof of his pretended Inſpi- 


ration, he will tell you that he feels it 
within him, and has the Witneſs in him- 
ſelf : but we know who has ſaid, ©It I 
bear Witneſs of my ſelf, my Witnels is 
not true.” Yohy v. 31. We know alſo 
that when the Holy Ghoſt inſpir'd its 
choſen Vefſlels to bear the Name of Jeſus 


j before the Gentiles, they were enabled at 


the ſame Time to confirm their Miſhon 
with Signs, and Miracles, and wondrous 
Works: therefore before we give Credit 
to their boaſted Inſpiration, we may rea- 


ſonably demand the concurrent Teſtmmo- 


ny of ſome other Gift of the Spirit. The 
Church of Rome is too conſiftent- to 
diflociate theſe Siſter-Graces ; therefore 
with the Gift of the Spirit She claims al- 
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fo the Power of working Miracles, as 
knowing their mutual Connexion and 
their mutual Support : but then She is 
too modeſt to favour the Pretenſions of 
hep and private Perſons to either : 

heſe Men have neither Conſiſtency nor 
Modeſty ; ; they are ſo weak as to think 
no external Evidence of their Inſpiration 
neceſfary ; and fo unreaſonable, as to 
expect to be believ'd on their bare Word. 
Indeed they will very readily cite every 
Text of Scripture where any mention is 
made of the Holy Ghoſt, tho' not one of 
them favours their Pretetifions, or gives 
the leaſt Promife or Encouragement to 
expect any particular Inſpiration ; and 


_ tho! we are expreſsly told that © no Pro- 


phecy of the Scripture is of any private 
Interpretation; 2 Pez. 1. 20. and there- 


fore cannot fairly be alledg'd by any pri- 


vate Perſon in ſupport of his particular 
Claim. 


BuT tho theſe Men can produce no 
Evidence that they are under the Influ- 
Ence 


F THT 
ence of an immediate Inſpiration ; yet. 
we can produce poſitive Evidence that 
they are not. --- When the Apoſtles farſt 


receiv'd their Cemmiſſion to preach the 
Goſpel to all Nations, their Minds were 


 prezpoſie'd in favour of a carnal Law, 


and their Underſtandings thereby pecu- 
liarly indiſpos'd to receive the ſpiritual 
Doctrines of the Goſpel: hence that 
abundant Effuſfion of the Holy Ghoſt, 


| to enlighten their M inds, to remove their 


Prejudices, and to guide them into all 
Truth. The World around them was 
alſo prz-engag'd in religious Inſtitutions, 
whoſe Nature, Genius, and Spirit were 
diretly oppoſite to the Dictates of the, 
everlaſting Goſpel: They had to contend 
with the Violence and Obſtinacy of the 
Jews, the Pride and Scorn of the Philo- 
lophers, and the Paſhons and Intereſts of 


Mankind at large: to overcome theſe it 
| was Tequilite that Chriſt ſhou'd work 
| with them © thro' mighty Signs and 
| Wonders, by the Power of the Spirit of. 
| God.” They were alſo to ſtand before 


Counſels, 
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Counſels, and Synagogues, and Rulers, 
andKings; to ſuffer all that Malice cou'd 
infliit and Humanity endure, Perſecu- 
tions, and Torments, and Deaths : to 
ſupport them _ under this fiery Trial the 
Aſhiſtance of the CourorTER was neceſ-- 
fary, and Nothing leſs than the Power of 
that Hoy Ons cou'd be ſufficient. But 


Now not one of theſe Circumſtances re- 


mains: the Prejudices of Mankind are 
happily in Favour of the Goſpel: the 
Profeſſion of it 1s under the Prote&ion 
and the Encouragement of the Civil 
Power: and its Doctrines are everlaſting- 
ly ſecur'd in a fufhcient, a complete, 
and an unerring Rule of Faith and Man- 
ners deliver'd by the Evangelical Writers 
under the immediate Influence. of the Spi- 
rit of Truth. © Theſe Scriptures are 
given by Inſpiration of God;”” therefore 
they are an w7erring Rule: © they are 
« profitable for Doctrine, for Reproot, 
« jor Correction, for Inſtruction in 
« Righteouſneſs; therefore they are a 


complete Rule: © they are able to make 


hed 


us 
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| us wiſe: unto Salvation;” therefore they. 
| are a /ufficient Rule: by theſe, << the 


Man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furniſhed unto all good Works.” 1 Trim, 

i. To what Purpoſe then cou d any 
further Inſpiration ferve? wou'd you. be 
more than wiſe unto Salvation ? ROWS, 

you be more than perfect ? wou'd 

be more than throughly furniſh'd 7b 
all good Works? Thus far by a diligent 
Attention to the Holy Scriptures © you 
may attain, but further Humanity cannot 
70; and it you will not hear theſe, no 
other Means of Conviction wou'd avail, 

« neither will ye be perſuaded tho' onc 
roſe from the Dead.” All further In- 
{piration then 1s unneceſlary 3 therefore 
we may be aflur'd it will not be given : 
the ſuppos'd Need of it 1s highly i injurt- 
ous to the WriTTEN WoxD, as conciud- 
Ing it to be neither perfect nor ſufhczent: 
and conſequently the boid Pretenſion of 
tneſe People to an immediate Infpiration, 
which muſt be either to explain or te 
ſupply it, is a wicked Preſumotion 


PD Ws with 


with- which © Satan hath filled their 
Hearts to: lie os the Holy Ghoſt. 


Tar Power of Enthuſiaſm over an heat- 
ed Imagination may be very great; but it 
muſt be under the Ferment. of that old 
four Leaven, Hypocriſy, to riſe to this 
daring Height : yet even with this they 
are. not contented, for Fanataciiſm and 
Impoſture join'd ſeldom know where to 
ſtop. Under this pretended Influence of 
the Holy Ghoſt they boaſt that their 
Heart is clean, and their Spirit right 
within them ; that they are pure from 
Sin, har aller and undefiled; and their 
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| Bodies a living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
E- |. __ unto God: But the Wisz Man tells us 
-þ that © there is a Generatior: that are pure 
3K «< in their own Eyes, yet 1s not waſhed. 
Fi ___ «. from:their Filthineſs :'* Prov. xxx. 1 2. 

if and ST. Jorn affures us that © it we ſay 
| & we have no Sin, we deceive ourſelves, 


<« and the: Fruth is not in us: and that 
<< 1t' 1s only upon a. Contefiion of our 
& Sins that God has promis'd to forgive 

| © them, 


T3 
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 & them, and to cleanſe us from our Un- 
 « righteouſneſs.” x Ep 
the ſelt-affuming Phariſee, elated with 
| ſpiritual Pride, and exulting in his own 
' Virtues, that was juſtified before God; 
' but rather the modeſt and humble Publ 
| lican, who, with a dejeted Look and a 


. 1. 8.. It was not 


contrite Heart, {mote upon his Rreaſt and ' 
ſaid, *© God be mercitull to me a Sinner.” 


Luke xvill. - ; i103 


_ Tavs without one Chara&er of a 
Teacher ſent from God; without one 


Mark of that Wildom which is from a+ 
 bove; without one Fruit of that Spirit, 


« which is in all Goodneſs, and Righte= 
« ouſneſs, and Truth”; Eph. v. 9 [to 


| all which however they confidently pre-. 


tend) do theſe wretched People ini eſt 


the Church of Chriſt, © creeping into 
| Houſes, and leading captive filly Wo- 
| men, deceiving and being deceived. But 
| (may I add?) they 
{ ther; for (I will add) their Folly ſhall 


be manifeſt unto all Men. 


ſhall proceed no ſur- 
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-- My Intention was to have led you! 


thro' their falſe and dangerous Dodtrine; 


concerning; Faith, Repentance, Sanctiftt- 


cation, Righteouſneſs, the Call of Grace, 


Election and Reprobation ; but this muſt 
be the Work of ſome other Time : At 
preſent I muſt content my ſelf with hav- 

ing expos'd the Vanity and the Preſump- 
tion of their boaſted Claim to an imme- 
diate and particular Inſpiration of God's 
Holy Spirit ; and ſhown what a miſera- 
ble Farce is carrying on, beneath the Maſk 
of a more .refin'd Holineſs, under the 
mad Management of theſe unnatural Al- 
hes, EnTHus1asM and ImrosTURE. 


To conclude; 3 You will eaſily ſee how 
highly injurious theſe counterfeit Impreſ- 
tons of the Spirit are to the TEPUune 
Doctrine of Grace; but do not there- 
fore as injuriouſly conclude that this i 
Grace it{elf is merely an imaginary Pow- 
er: it there were no Reality, there cos | 
be no Counterfeit. © The Wind blow- 
eth where it liſteth, and we hear tac 

Sound 


= * Tus 
| Sound thereof; but we know not whenee 
* it cometh, and whither it goeth : So is 
© every one that is born of the Spirit.” 
' Let us therefore, in the ſober and devout 
Words of our Church, beſeech Alniighty 
| God to grant us the Spirit to think and 
do always ſuch Things as be rightfullz 

that we, who cannot do any Thing that 
is good without Him, may by Han be 


ecbled to live according to his Will, 
thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
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